SHORT EXCURSION INTO THE HISTORY OF BISHKEK

Pishpek
It is considered that the year of formation of the city is 1878, when Bishkek (at that time, Pishpek) received the status of an administrative center. However its history begins much earlier. In the territory of modern Bishkek, a settlement, dating from the VIII – XII centuries has been discovered by archaeologists.

As to the name of "Bishkek" (Pishpek is a transformed form of Bishkek) we will address the national legends. A very long time ago in the Chui valley a hero Bishkek lived. He became famous for his struggle with foreign conquerors. A Kyrgyz stronghold, named in honour of Bishkek, was erected here, where his mausoleum lies. Chinese sources confirm that in 60-s of the XVIII c., in the Chui valley the Kyrgyz had a stronghold named Bishkek, to resist the Kazakh Ablai-Khan. Much later, Kokands conquered Semirechie and in 1825 based a fortress also named "Bishkek" here. Only later, that name appeared in a slightly different spelling - Pishpek, though in the East it was known as Bishkek (or Bshkek). The construction of Kokand fortresses in the Chui valley was linked to the strengthening of the Kokand power over the Kyrgyz at the beginning of XIX century. In 1825, Kokand Khan Madaly ordered a military garrison fortress to be constructed at the Verninski crossing on the ancient trade route linking Central Asia with China. 
Nowadays, almost nothing remained of the mighty fortress. Today, tourists can see only a low, clay hill. This hill is covered by lots of shabby shelters. This place is now known as "Kuznechnaya krepost" ("Forging fortress"), and unfortunately, at the present time, there are many townspeople, who do not know about its history. The joining of Kyrgyzstan to the Russian Empire in 1863 positively affected its further development.
In 1878, Pishpek received the status of an administrative center and a census of the streets, areas and quarters was made. In the 1880s, the city became the center of the Chui valley.

Pishpek was a dirty and dusty village, despite the growth of the city and the appreciable growth of the economy. At the center of the city there were some wooden and brick buildings, two churches, two mosques, clay shelters everywhere and narrow, unpaved streets. It was written that "in the city there were 6 lanterns, and those were without glasses". The people took water for their needs directly from the aryks (irrigation ditches). At first, Pishpek was the same as neighboring villages. The city was large (in 1913 it had 1724 courtyards, 25 longitudinal and 14 cross streets), compared to villages and differed from them only in its rectangular layout and nighttime illumination of some central streets by kerosene lanterns. In 1878, the botanist À.Ì. Fetisov was invited from St. Petersburg to plant the basic green plantations of the city (Elm grove, Oak Park, Erkindik Boulevard and Panfilov Park) It is difficult to imagine, that a hundred years ago, the city was like a steppe. Nowadays the city is bathed in verdure. 
The city was growing up day by day. In 1914 the population of Pishpek was more than 20, 000.

Frunze
The Revolution of 1917 and previous events, sharply changed the future course of the history of the city. Despite positive developments after joining the Russian Empire, Kyrgyzstan was only a colony of a mighty empire. The local population was under a double burden – to the yoke of the local feudal lords was added the colonial mode of Russia. Discontent with tsarist policy led to protests and then to mass revolts. The Revolt of 1916, in which all the population of Central Asia was involved, is still in peoples’ memories. With such "achievements" on March 3, 1917, Pishpek got a telegraphic message about the tsar's abdication. As a result of the Civil War and foreign intervention (1918-1924) Pishpek formed the basis for Soviet authority in Kyrgyzstan. On January 1st, 1919 on the first anniversary of Pishpek's Councils, a division of Red Army, under the command of Logvinenko, assaulted the city. Victims of that first fight were buried in the mass grave in Oak Park, where the eternal flame is now burning in honor of the Civil War's heroes. On October 14, 1924, Pishpek district was incorporated into the other districts, and the Kara-Kirghiz independent area was formed, based in Pishpek. In 1925 it was renamed the Kirghiz Autonomous area. Then, on February 1, 1926 - the Kirghiz Autonomous area was renamed the Kirghiz Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic. On April 5, 1926 Bishkek was renamed Frunze, in honor of the outstanding revolutionary commander and political figure, Mikhail Vasilievich Frunze, who was born here (the house of Frunze’s family has been preserved and is now a museum). The word "Frunze" in translation from Moldavian means "a Green leaf". On December 5, 1936 – the Kyrgyz Autonomous Republic was renamed the Kirghiz Soviet Socialist Republic, with the capital in Frunze.

Bishkek

After national-state delimitation, the city became the administrative - political center. Russia rendered huge assistance to the young republic for the reconstruction of its industry and for Bishkek. By the middle of the 1980s, all countries faced the economic, social and political crisis that resulted in the disintegration of the mighty state of the Soviet Union in 1991.

On August 31, 1991 - the Supreme Body of Kyrgyz Republic accepted the "Declaration of a State of Independence" of the Kyrgyz Republic. The new Constitution (1993), new state symbols - flag, hymn and national currency appeared. The first president of Kyrgyzstan - Askar Akaevich Akaev was elected. In 1991, Frunze was renamed Bishkek, by decree of the President. The city has refound its historical name. So the long 74-year stage of development of the Kyrgyz people in the structure of the Soviet Union was finished.
Today, Bishkek appears in all its magnificence. The perfect parks and squares, set of fountains creating cool areas in the afternoon of summer days and the sea of colors - red tulips, yellow daffodils and roses, present the unique beauty of the city. People say there are few cities, which can rival Bishkek for greenery. There are about 20 parks inside the city.

